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sausage, marinated foods—all of these 
items would be excluded under the cur-
rent COOL law. I want to see that 
fixed, and that is what my bill will do. 
But I do not want mandatory COOL to 
be delayed any longer. That is why my 
legislation will implement the manda-
tory COOL law, as it is written, 1 year 
ahead of what the current law says, 
and then direct USDA to work on in-
cluding processed foods. 

Let me be clear. I want to see COOL 
done right, but under no set of cir-
cumstances do I support rolling back 
country-of-origin labeling. COOL needs 
to be mandatory. We have tried a vol-
untary program for 2 years. No one has 
participated. It is time for the packers 
and the processors to realize that Mon-
tana’s cow/calf producers want label-
ing. They want to tell consumers where 
their beef comes from. I support that. I 
have pushed for mandatory COOL for 
years, and I will continue to do so in 
this Congress. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD 
LIEBENGOOD 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I today 
pay tribute to my friend, Howard 
Liebengood, who died earlier this 
month. Howard’s most recent service 
to the Senate was as Senator BILL 
FRIST’s Chief of Staff. I was privileged 
to meet Howard when I came to the 
Senate 27 years ago, when he was our 
Sergeant at Arms. Howard was a treas-
ured and invaluable member of the 
Senate family who will be greatly 
missed. 

As I reflect on the privilege of serv-
ing my State and working with so 
many able and dedicated Senate staff-
ers, Howard Liebengood stands out as 
one of the most effective members of 
our Senate staff whose exemplary ca-
reer is testimony of his dedication to 
public service. 

Howard’s hallmark was his ever-
present smile and vast knowledge of 
Senate practices and procedures. 

His air of calm pervaded hot debates 
on tough issues as he reminded us that 
more challenging issues had been re-
solved with less acrimony in days past. 

His outstanding record of service will 
stand as an everlasting manual from 
which present and future generations 
of Senate staffers can learn. Howard 
made the Senate a better place to work 
and our Nation a better place to live. 
His enormous contributions over his 
lengthy career will be remembered and 
cherished by his colleagues. 

My staff joins me in sending our 
deepest sympathy to the Liebengood 
family.
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FOOD AID FUNDING 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, very soon 
the administration is expected to send 
to Congress supplemental appropria-
tion requests to address ongoing mili-
tary needs in Iraq and the humani-
tarian crisis posed by the tsunami in 
the Indian Ocean. My hope is that the 

administration will include adequate 
food aid funding in that supplemental 
proposal. Recent press reports suggest 
they may be moving in that direction. 
If, however, the administration’s pro-
posed supplemental fails to provide 
adequate food aid funding, it is my in-
tention to offer an amendment that 
would essentially accomplish four 
things. 

First, my amendment would provide 
full funding to meet U.S. food aid com-
mitments from the tsunami under PL–
480 title II. Second, my amendment 
will replenish PL–480 title II develop-
ment funds that help meet our ongoing 
development programs across the 
globe. Third, it will shore up PL–480 
title I funds that have been used as a 
stop-gap measure to address the crisis. 
And finally, it will replenish the Bill 
Emerson Humanitarian Trust, BEHT, 
so that our aid workers and develop-
ment personnel can be assured of ade-
quate resources to carry out their im-
portant lifesaving work in future cri-
ses. 

The tsunami brought images of de-
struction and human suffering on a 
scale that is hard for many of us to 
imagine. Americans responded with 
great generosity by committing un-
precedented funds through private do-
nations. Some $50 million, I am told, 
has been pledged through the American 
Red Cross alone. 

Federal workers and their coopera-
tors in Washington and around the 
globe made an extraordinary effort to 
respond. Food resources that were 
prepositioned, and even some in tran-
sit, were shifted to address this crisis. 
For all their hard work and creativity, 
I commend them. 

What concerns me now, however, is 
how we proceed after the television 
networks scale back their coverage. 
Enormous need will remain even after 
the emergency is contained. It will be 
months, perhaps years, before rice 
paddies are desalinated, fishing boats 
are rebuilt and fishing nets are re-
paired. Self-sufficiency will not happen 
overnight. And while the people most 
directly affected by the tsunami are 
struggling to achieve a measure of self-
sufficiency, the dire need for food aid 
continues in places such as Ethiopia 
and Sudan and many others. That is 
why I believe it is so critical that we 
reinforce our food aid capacity. 

In his inaugural address, the Presi-
dent spoke forcefully about ending tyr-
anny and spreading democracy. Every-
one shares those objectives. We also 
know that those objectives cannot be 
achieved solely by force or gesture pol-
itics. They demand a commitment to 
diplomacy and human compassion. 
Adequate funding for food aid is cen-
tral to that process, and I invite my 
colleagues to join me in this effort.
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ROBERT T. MATSUI UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
have joined Senators BOXER and DUR-

BIN in introducing legislation that 
would rename the federal courthouse in 
Sacramento, CA, in honor of recently 
deceased U.S. Representative Robert T. 
Matsui. This represents a fitting trib-
ute to a great man and a dedicated 
public servant. 

On January 1, 2005, the people of the 
Sacramento area, the State of Cali-
fornia, and the Nation suffered a great 
loss when Bob Matsui passed away. For 
26 years in Congress and 7 years before 
that as a member of the Sacramento 
City Council, Bob was a reasoned and 
dependable voice. A problem solver, 
Bob was a thoughtful and constructive 
leader who brought people together to 
find solutions to public policy issues. 

I had the distinct pleasure of working 
with Bob on a number of issues relat-
ing to our home State of California. I 
will remember him as a great human 
being, as a trusted colleague, as a fine 
public servant, and someone in whom I 
was proud to place friendship, respect, 
and collegiality. 

Proud of his ideals, Bob never let dis-
agreement lead to rancor. The sheer 
number of tributes paid from both sides 
of the aisle clearly demonstrates the 
enormous respect he inspired among 
his colleagues. Likewise, the tremen-
dous outpouring of support shown at 
services held in his honor reminds us 
just how endeared he had become to 
those he represented over the years. 

Bob’s path to public service was 
greatly fueled by experiences in his 
youth, especially his internment along 
with thousands of other Japanese 
Americans during World War II. 

When he was just six months old, Bob 
and his family were sent to an intern-
ment camp in Northern California, 
leaving behind their home and their 
livelihood. Bob would spend the first 
four years of his life there. 

I think this experience had a very so-
bering impact on his life. But rather 
than let it lead to resentment and ha-
tred, I think it had an impact on his 
knowing what he wanted to do with his 
life, and that was public service. 

In fact, one of Bob’s most significant 
legacies will be the work he did to help 
the Government make amends with the 
Japanese Americans who were interned 
like himself. 

As a member of Congress, Bob was 
successful in passing legislation that 
offered a formal apology from the Gov-
ernment for the internment program 
and provided compensation to victims. 
This is a great legacy and it will be re-
membered well. 

Bob also excelled in his knowledge 
and expertise of Social Security as well 
as tax and trade policy. He had an in-
fluential place on the House Ways and 
Means Committee, which will miss his 
leadership. 

The Sacramento area, where Bob was 
born and which he represented for over 
three decades in public office, shows 
numerous examples of Bob’s achieve-
ments. From the light-rail train sys-
tem to comprehensive flood protection, 
Bob’s mark is everywhere. 
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